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LIBRARY STAFF 
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Librarian, 
GEORGE F. BOWERMAN. 
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Assistants, 
in order of appointment. 
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MABEL BEECHER. 
VIOLA P. JOHNSON. 
REBEKAH R. McKAY. 
HELEN S. TATNALL. 
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MARY A. McGinn ESS. 

(Rockfot<l Branch.) 



Extracts From Minutes 

of 

Annual Meeting of Board of Managers. 



W11.MINGTON, Del., April 19, 1904. 

The meeting was held in the office at the Institute. 

After the transaction of monthly routine business, 

* * lyibrarian Bowerman read his report for the year ending- 
February 29, 1904. 

**Mr. Palmer, Chairman, read the annual report of the 
Property Committee. 

''Mr. Jackson, Chairman, read the annual report of the 
Committee on Library and Reading Rooms. 

*' President Taylor read his annual report. 

' * On motion of Mr. Palmer, it was ordered that the reports 
be printed under the direction of the Secretary. 

''On motion of Mr. Kent, the President appointed a com- 
mittee of three to make nominations for officers for the ensuing 
year. Committee, Messrs. Kent, Jackson and Palmer. 

" After consultation, Mr. Kent reported that the committee 
nominated for President, William P. Taylor ; for Secretary and 
Treasurer, Frederic H. Robinson. 

"On motion of Mr. Bush, the report was adopted and Mr. 
Hazard was directed to cast the ballot of the Board for the nomi- 
nees. He did so and the President declared them duly elected 
for the ensuing year. 

' ' The President announced that the standing committees as 
then constituted were continued.*' 

FREDERIC H. ROBINSON, 

Secretary, 
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Annual Report of Treasurer 

to the Board of Managers. Fiscal year ending February 29, 1904. 

Frederic H. Robinson^ Treasurer^ in account with The Wilmington 
Institute, 

DR. 

To balance from last report $316 67 

To cash, rents $6,038 00 

appropriation from Board of Public 

Education 8,015 31 

dues on stock in trust 909 60 

payment for non-resident card- 
holders 403 53 

' ' desk receipts in library 562 70 

'' insurance dividends 22 16 

interest on deposits 12 41 

contribution from a friend . . . . i ,000 00 
contribution from Joseph Bancroft 
& Sons Co., towards main- 
tenance of Rockford Branch . 250 00 
contribution from Mary H. Askew 
Mather in memory of her 

grandfather 50 00 

subscriptions for Library Bulletin, 4 00 

proceeds of sale of books .... 8 65 

check No. 672, payment stopped . 2 00 

17,278 36 






( < 



$17,595* 03 



CR. 

By cash for fuel $868 83 

light 962 06 

insurance 668 75 

water 87 24 
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By cash for repairs 295 50 

salary of Janitor 480 00 

salaries of Librarian and Assis- 
tants .... 6,678 90 

books 3,228 67 

periodicals 635 05 

binding 1,276 20 

printing and stationery .... 597 46 

sundries 651 51 

interest on mortgages .... 900 00 

salary of Secretary and Treasurer 1 50 00 



< ( 



Balance, March 10, 1904 



17,480 17 
114 86 

$i7»595 03 



March 15, 1904. 



Respectfully submitted, 

FREDERIC H. ROBINSON, 

Treasurer, 



FINANCE COMMITTEE. 



Extract from report presented and read at the stated meeting 
of the Board of Managers held March 15, 1904. 

** The Finance Committee report having audited the accounts 
of the Treasurer and have found them correct. 

** The account showed at time of audit balance in his hands, 
$114.86." 

Wai^ter D. Bush, Chairman, 
Wm. p. Bancroft, 
Evan G. Shortlidge, 
James Kane, 
Vincent G. Hazard, 

Committee, 



PROPERTY COMMITTEE. 

WiivMiNGTON, Dei.., April i6, 1904. 

To the President and Board of Managers of The Wilmino^ton 
Institute: 

Your Property Committee report as follows for the year 
ending February 29, 1904. 

RECEIPTS. 

From rents $6,038 00 

From dividends on insurance policies ... 22 16 

$6,060 16 

EXPENDITURES. 

For fuel $ 868 83 

light 962 06 

repairs 295 50 

insurance 668 75 

janitor 480 00 

water 87 24 

3.362 38 



Remaining for Library purposes $2,697 78 

The property is in fair condition and all stores and ofl&ces 
rented except No. 5 West Eighth street, for which no tenant has 
yet been found. 

Rents in excess of last year's figures will accrue, however 
from those already rented. Extra expenses will be incurred 
during the year from erection of an additional fire escape and 
some changes to Market street front stores of the building. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WiLMER Palmer, Chairman. 
LiNDLEY C. Kent, 
Lewis B. Morrow, 
Charles D. Bird, 
Francis J. McNulty, 

Committee, 
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COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY AND - READING 

ROOB9S. 

WiLMiNGTO?^, Del., April 19, 1904. 

To the President and Board of Managers of The H ihnington 
Institute: 

The Committee on Library and Readinj^ Rooms in presenting^ 
its report for the past year desires to call attention to its being- 
the tenth of its existence as a Free Library. It has witnessed 
such a growth and such an evident appreciation on the part of its 
patrons during the past ten years as to warrant expression of 
great satisfaction. The accompanying statistics in the Librarian's 
report dealing with this event are worthy of stndy. 

The committee has made a careful disposition of the limited 
funds at its command. It has devoted considerable time and 
attention to the judicious purchase of books necessary to keep 
pace with the increasing demand. 

It has carefully weighed every request for books. In most 
cases the requests were either purchased by the Library or pro- 
cured for its patrons through the '* Bodley Club." This *' Club " 
feature of the Library which is free to all card holders is meeting 
with a growing appreciation on the part of the public for a service 
of clean, well kept volumes of the latest fiction. 

The committee has especially sought to increase the efficiency 
of the Reference Department. It is of the unanimous conviction 
that this ?>ranch of its work is most permanent and beneficial to 
a Library whose funds and shelf room are so limited as ours. 
Many new works of reference not to be found in an ordinary 
private library can \it consulted much to the delight of the 
student and the searcher for facts, in all well equipped Pu?jlic 
Libraries. Yet in spite of building up this permanent ?>ranch of 
our work it will te noticed that the highest accessions to the 
Library, next to juvenile works, have been in the realm of 
fiction. This, together with the Booklovers Library scheme, 
ought to weigh <^>mething in the judgment of the public of the 
care with which the committee has made its accessions to meet 
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the needs of the lover of fiction, the student and the magazine 
reader. 

The small decrease in circulation this year over last year is 
simply owing to the fact that the work of extending the school 
branches has been very handicapped by our increasing need for 
more adequate funds. 

It is gratifying to the committee to call attention to the 
inter-library loans whereby we are enabled to borrow from or to 
lend to the different Public Libraries in the United States and 
Canada. 

Owing to the operation of the net price system of the Ameri- 
can Publishers Association the committee has been forced to 
very carefully weigh the purchase of books. We have in a 
measure overcome the stringency of their rulings by the Librarian 
being enabled to purchase good second-hand copies at home or 
abroad. It has been the principle of the committee to carry on 
its work with economy whilst at the same time it has sought to 
increase the effectiveness of its work. 

The Rockford Branch is being successfully administered and 
is especially patronized by the children in its locality. 

The committee would call particular attention to the many 
important details in the report of the Librarian whose faithful 
and efl&cient services have helped the committee to accomplish its 
work during the past year. 

The committee desires also to record its appreciation of the 
helpful services of the members of the Library staff and to com- 
mend them for their faithfulness to the work of the Library 
whereby its usefulness has been advanced and its circulation 
maintained. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ellwood C. Jackson, Chairma?i, 
John P. Niei^ds, 
Wm. Frkdkrick D. Lewis, 
George W. Twitmyer, 
Herschel a. Norris, 

Committee, 
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Annual Report of the Librarian, 

1903-1904 

To the President and Boafd of Managers of The Wilmington 
Institute : 

The Librarian submits the report of the Wilmington Insti- 
tute Free Library for the year i March 1903 to 29 February 
1904, embracing the tenth year of its administration as a public 
library and the third year of the work of the present Librarian. 
Before treating more specifically of the work of the past year, it 
seems fitting to present a summary of the decennial period 
recently ended, including a comparison with the two years just 
preceding the opening of the doors of the Free Library. 

On 12 February 1894, ^be Wilmington Institute opened its 
library as a public library for the City of Wilmington, and since 
that time has derived a part of its support from public funds. On 
I January 1894 its book collection numbered 19,669 ; the present 
report shows 51,115 volumes owned by the Library. Before 
becoming free the membership sometimes approached i ,000, but 
at the time it was made free the stockholders numbered 621 ; on 
February 29, there were 27,040 registered borrowers. As a 
proprietary library the circulation never greatly exceeded 33,000 
a year ; the year just ended shows a home circulation of 212,831. 
The annual income of the Institute during the second year before 
it became free was $8,819.27 ; the past year it was $17,228.36. 
Summing up these figures it will be seen that in ten years the 
book collection has increased two and one-half times ; there are 
forty-three times as many borrowers now as then ; the circula- 
tion is almost seven times as great, and the income with which 
to carry on the work efficiently has not quite doubled. (See 
Table F. ) 

NEED OF MORE ROOM AND FUNDS. 

The constantly increasing need for greater room and more 
adequate funds have restricted the growth of the Library's book 
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collection, and have prevented not only the undertaking of many 
new lines of desirable activity, but also have lessened its efficiency 
in those already undertaken. For example, the circulation shows 
a decrease of about 13,000 from that of the last report. It is 
confidently believed that this decrease could have been turned to a 
large increase, parallelling those shown in the last two reports, had 
there been funds with which to increase the school room libraries 
and establish branches or deposit stations in several quarters of the 
city from which calls have come or where a great dearth of library 
facilities have been shown to exi$t. Under these conditions the 
constant and increasing effort has, for the most part, been that 
the Library hold its own, since with present resources its activi- 
tives could not be extended. This does not mean that there has 
been no progress ; but the work has been largely intensive, rather 
than extensive. 

CONTENTS AND ACCESSIONS. 

The last report showed that the Library possessed 48,692 
bound volumes. The additions during the year, including public 
documents not entered in the accession book, numbered 4,663. 
Deducting withdrawals numbering 2,240 volumes, the net 
increase of 2,423 volumes brings the total strength of the Library 
up to 51,115 volumes. The largest single item of the accessions 
was that of juvenile works, 1,059 volumes ; the next largest was 
fiction, 1,006 volumes. Each of these items is less than two- 
thirds the corresponding item in last year's report. It has been 
possible to get along with smaller fiction accessions with the help 
rendered by the Booklovers Library scheme. The juvenile 
accessions have been too small fully to supply the demand. The 
additions to the class literature of 490 volumes, have also been 
relatively large. This class has been greatly strengthened by the 
purchase of handsome sets of the writings of classic authors in 
English, including those of Emerson, Hawthorne, Whittier, 
Holmes, Longfellow, Poe, Ir.ing, Lamb, Carlyle, Fielding, 
Tolstoi, Swift and Dumas. 

There have been large withdrawals from nearly every class, 
particularly from the departments of literature, history, travel 
and bound sets of periodicals. Dingy and unattractive editions 
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have either been withdrawn absolutely, if not of special value, or 
have been replaced by more suitable editions. The periodicals 
withdrawn were either those not included in Poole's Index or 
were so imperfect because of mutilation, as to be of too little use 
for further preservation or a basis for completion. Most of these 
were sold to dealers or sent to the Library of Congress on ex- 
change account. 

In order to strengthen the collection of the works of a semi- 
reference character, the Library has been pursuing the plan of 
becoming an institutional member of such bodies as the National 
Educational Association, the Southern Education Association, 
the Religious Education Assocation, the American Historical 
Association, the Southern History Association, the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science and the National 
Geographic Society. The proceeding:s and other publications of 
these societies contain the latest information in their special 
fields, and it is important that they be found in the Library. 

The operation of the net price plan of the American Pub- 
lishers Association continues to work a hardship to this and other 
libraries by increasing the cost of books. As before it has 
been necessary to delay the purchase of certain books until they 
could be picked up at second-hand or could be imported. The 
suppl5Mng of many of the newer books covered by the net price 
plan by the Booklovers scheme has made it possible to furnish 
them to Library readers and thus delay the purchase of them 
until more favorable opportunities offer. 

The present report likewise shows in tabular forms the cost 
of additions by classes. The difference between the total as here 
given and the same item in the Treasurer's report may be ex- 
plained partly by the variation in time covered by his report and 
the accessioning of the books, and partly by the fact that the 
cost of the rental of the Booklovers books is charged against the 
book fund and properly does not appear in the cost of the 
accessions. 

During: the year a careful inventory of all books was made, 
in this case including fiction and juvenile works not covered in 
the inventory reported on last year. A number of the books 
reported as lost last year have since come to light, but there are 
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still 501 books outside of fiction and juvenile works unaccounted 
for. In the two latter classes there are 602 books not accounted 
for. When it is considered that all but a few hundred books 
owned by the Library are directly accessible to readers, and that 
the losses here reported extend over a long period of years, they 
will not seem high and when the smaller cost of administration 
with open shelves is remembered, such losses may be regarded as 
cheap by comparison. (See Table A.) 

REGISTRATION STATISTICS. 

There were 5,778 new cards issued to registered borrowers, 
of which 102 were for the Rockford Branch. At the beginning 
of the year 22,227 cards were in force. Deducting cancelled and 
expired cards numbering 965, the net registration at the close of 
the year was 27,040. These figures include 11,463 public school 
pupils (an increase of 1,724), 1323 non-resident borrowers (a 
gain of 389), and 124 teachers (two more than last year). After 
deducting out-of-town card holders, it will be seen that 25,171 
residents of Wilmington hold Library cards — nearly every third 
person in the city. Excluding illiterates and very young children, 
and considering that often several persons in a family use the 
same card, these figures show that the Library has a strong hold 
on the interests of the people of Wilmington. (See Table B.) 

HOME CIRCUIvATlON. 

The total number of volumes circulated for home use through 
all agencies was 212,831, a decrease from last year of 13,280. 
From the Central Library the circulation was 187,917, as against 
200,012 for last year and 138,676 for the first year of the Free 
Library. The decrease in circulation is almost entirely to be 
shown in a smaller number of juvenile books drawn both at the 
Central Library and at the Rockford Branch. This is partly to 
be explained by the fact that during the months that the school 
room libraries were out, their circulations were larger than in the 
corresponding months last year. The children therefore got their 
books from the schools instead of coming to the Library for them. 
It may also be partly explained by the fact that the standard of 
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juvenile literature retained or admitted to the shelves is beins 
raised by the exclusion of sensational and mawkish books. 

The Central Library was open 310 days with a daily avenge 
circulation of 606. The |>ercentaRe of fiction incrreased from 
49.86 per cent, to 53.38. liut this increase is more apparent than 
real. The actual increase in fiction circulation was 564Volnme& 
The decrea.se in juvenile circulation is almost entirdy 
re.spousil)lc for the seeniinj^ increase (judp^ed by percentages) of 
fiction. Ahiiost every class of so called more serious books 
(history, travel, l)ioKra])hy etc. ), shows an increase in the actual 
number of Iwoks drawn over tho.se in the same classes the year 
previous. (vSee Tal)le C. ) 

noOKI.OVI'kS TJHRAKV PLAN. 

The Library has continued the Booklovers Library scheme 
be^un la.st year and on Octol)cr i increased the size of the 
service from 125 to 250 books. Tlie ])lan has proved satisfactory 
both in ]K)pularity and as an economical measure, fully justifying 
the ex])ectation entertained at the out.set. During the first nine 
months since the IJl)rary has had the .service, with a constant 
.stock of 125 l)ooks the circulation was 4,474, or 530 a month, an 
average of four and one-fourth times for each book each month. 
During the last five months, with a .stock of 250 books, the cir- 
culation w*as 5,623, or 1,125 '^ month, an average of four and 
one-half times for each l>ook each month. The success of this 
library with this .scheme has l)een parallelled in about fifty other 
libraries which have adopted it. The Librarian gave a full 
account of the experience of this Library with this plan in the 
Library Journal of November, 1903, and was invited to give a 
general paper on the sul)ject at the joint meeting of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Club and New Jersey Library Association at 
Atlantic City in March. 

CIRCTir.ATION TO NON-RKSIDKNTS. 

The privileges of drawing books is now enjoyed by 1,323 
persons living outside of the city, including residents in every 
county of the State as well as a few who live in Maryland and 
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Pennsylvania. Nearly all of these out-of town borrowers, how- 
ever, live in New Castle County and include many farmers and 
their wives who come to the city to market. The building of 
new trolley lines into the city is also bringing many children here 
to attend the city schools and their parents here for business. 
Such persons also seek the privileges of the Library, which are 
always granted. These non-resident borrowers include many 
teachers in the rural schools, to whom have been granted the 
privileges of drawing six books for class-room use. The Librarian 
recently addressed the teachers of New Castle County at one of 
their institutes, and gave them a personal invitation to use the 
Library and urged them to extend the invitation to the people in 
the communities where they teach. As is well-known this 
privilege is enjoyed by these persons through the generosity of a 
member of this Board. 

INTKR-I.IBRARY I.OANS. 

During the year the Library in its efforts to supply the 
demands of readers, has had occasion to borrow books not in its 
collection from the Free Library of Philadelphia, the Library of 
the University of Pennsylvania and the Toronto Public Library. 
In its turn this Library has been able to lend books from its 
collection to the Tome Institute Library, Port Deposit,' Md., and 
to the Cleveland Public Library. Such loans from one library 
to another are becoming more frequent, with the growth, on one 
hand, of a more cordial spirit of co-operation among librarians, 
and on the other hand, with the increasing diflSculty that any one 
library experiences of being all-inclusive. 

CIRCUI.ATION OF CURRENT PERIODICALS AND MUSICAL SCORES. 

Since the beginning of the calendar year the Library has been 
binding singly and circulating from one to three copies each of 
the current numbers of the most popular periodicals, such as 
Harper's, Scribner's, McClure's, etc. During the month of issue 
these periodicals may be kept out three days ; after that for one 
week. Such magazines may be drawn in addition to the books 
regularly allowed. This feature has proved very acceptable and 
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might well be extended so as to include some such magazines as 
the North American Review, the Popular Science Monthly and 
some of the English reviews. 

MUvSic lovers have welcomed the plan by which the numbers 
of Masters in Music are bound singly and circulated. If ways 
and means can be provided, it is hoped that this is but the modest 
beginning of a larger plan for securing and circulating many of 
the best musical scores. 

BORROWING RXJLKS UBERAI^IZED. 

With the purpose of more fully adapting the rules governing 
the borrowing of books to the needs of readers, and to encourage 
the so-called more serious reading, the lending rules have been 
modified so that any borrower may obtain at any one time as 
many books (other than fiction and juvenile works) as he may 
need, and by announcing at the time of borrowing the period for 
which he wishes to retain them, may obtain such an extended 
time. Certain new class books in active demand are excluded 
from this privilege, and all such books are subject to recall at the 
end of four weeks, if needed by others. This is an extension of 
the teacher* s card plan to all readers, without the formality of an 
extra card. This privilege, only recently extended, has already 
proved very acceptable in many cases. 

THE children's room. 

The work of this department continues to be one of the most 
important of the Library's activities. In spite of the decrease in 
juvenile circulation, it is still true that it comprises more than 
one-third of the circulation of the Central Library. The decrease 
in this circulation of 12,822 has already been partly explained by 
the increased circulation during certain months from the schools, 
and by the raising of the standard of books added or retained. 
Again a considerable number of children have been graduated to 
the adult department. Then too, as always, this department is 
handicapped by lack of floor space and shelf -space, as well as by 
frequent inability to supply in proper quantity books required by 
children for their school work or home reading. 
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It is gratifying to be able to report that a very solid and 
important feature of the work is increasing — the reference work. 
Many classes in all grades of school work, both in public and 
private schools, depend almost entirely on the Library for com- 
position work atid supplemental reading. From the very nature 
of reference work no figures can be given to show the real 
eflFectiveness of this department. 

The work of preparing picture bulletins continues and their 
variety, interest and educational value increase. Much illustra- 
tive material has been clipped from magazines, and is carefully 
preserved in a vertical filing cabinet, arranged under convenient 
headings. In passing it should be pointed out that this material 
is frequently useful to artists, art students arid teachers. An 
effort is made to have a constant succession of interesting picture 
bulletins. These prove interesting not only to children, but also 
to adult readers, some of whom always make it a point to examine 
the bulletin boards at every visit to the Library. Among the 
subjects represented were the following : Trees, birds, sports, 
Oliver Cromwell, Abraham Lincoln, Longfellow, King Arthur, 
the Country of Shakespeare, Arbor Day (including views of the 
Brandy wine Park and a portrait of the late Wm. M. Canby), 
Wilmington and its environs, Japan fifty years ago and now. 

THE IvIBRARY AND THE SCHOOLS. 

The plan of sending books to the public schools of the city 
has been continued with results that are, on the whole, more 
satisfactory. During the present school year 4,266 books are 
deposited in the 29 schools of the city. All but three schools 
have circulated the books, though in many cases the reference 
use of the books in the schools that have circulated has 
been larger than the use for circulation. The largest circulation 
from any one school was 2,349 at No. 24. The total circulation 
was 16,780. This number is 140 smaller than last year, but the 
reduction is to be explained by the fact that the books were sent 
out later in the fall than was the case the year previous. In 
almost every month while the books were out, the circulation was 
larger than in the corresponding month the previous year. 

The delay in sending out the books was occasioned by the 



20 

fact that in some way the impression had been gained that there 
were objections on the part of certain teachers to receiving the 
books and circulating them. In order to discover the real 
situation a circular letter was sent to each principal in which it 
was stated that the Library only desired to be helpful and meet 
the wishes of the teachers and by no means wished to throw 
extra burdens on them. The responses showed that there was 
an almost unanitnous sentiment in favor of continuing the plan, 
many teachers deploring the suggestion that the sending of the 
books might possibly be discontinued. But the teachers also 
pointed out, (and this is painfully evident) that the supply of 
books is very inadequate for the number of children in the 
schools, that the books are becoming worn, and from long 
familiarity with them, the interest in them on the part of the 
children is lessening. In spite of these discouragements, the 
teachers are using the books to good advantage. In order to 
show the service this plan is doing to the schools, an extract from 
Superintendent Twitmyer's last report referring to the subject is 
here quoted : 

The reading has been improved not only in the primary grades as a 
result of the more reasonable method employed, but also in the grammar 
grades as a direct outgrowth of the books furnished by the Institute Free 
Library. Learning how to read, the mechanical process, is indispensable, but 
learning to read and what to read are of much more importance. I/earning 
how to read is fairly well taught by most schools, but to read and what to 
read by too few. This is not the fault of the teachers, but is due to the lack 
of suitable reading matter in sufficient quantity. "Taste in reading and the 
desire to read the best are not taught by any set method ; the development 
of these characteristics depends chiefly upon the influence of the teacher, 
and constant opportunity and encouragement to exercise the taste and gratify 
the desire on the best material, according to the pupil's standard." The 
Institute Free Library has for several years rendered most valuable service 
in sending about 4,500 carefully selected books, in various departments of 
literature, in sets of forty or fifty to the different schools, for class use and 
circulation, allowing them to remain as long as wanted by the teachers. The 
total circulation of these books in the homes of children in eight months 
was something over 17,000, and thus became a -direct connecting link 
between the Library and the school, which could be made in no other way ; 
the good resulting therefrom is incalculable. The teachers a.nd principals 
were enthusiastic and sympathetic in co-operating with the Library ; their 
appreciation and valuation of the Library's services to the schools may be 
seen from the appended extracts made from principals' letters written to the 
Librarian at the close of the year. 

•* The books sent to us have been of great benefit to pupils and teachers. 
The pupils take the books home and the older children, who are employed 
during the day read them and the father or the mother occasionally read 
aloud to the family, thus multiplying many times the value of the books.** 
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**The books were of inestimable value in our school work.*' "The books 
were read not only in school by the children, but were also read in the homes 
with delight. The mothers at night and even on Saturday find time to read 
to the smaller children. A mother came to our school to tell me how 
eagerly she watches for the books, so that she may have something ' nice to 
read.' ** *'We found the library books a source of improvement in a number 
of ways to the children. They improved in their reading at school, and just 
that fact made it easier for them to get arithmetic or geography , and every other 
lesson." '* The taste for reading, cultivated by the use of books sent us by the 
Institute Free Library, will be of great value in the years to come.*' *' These 
books do much good in the homes of foreigners, in which the older children, 
who have learned English in our schools, read to their parents." "They 
have certainly been very helpful to us in the school room. They have also 
been introduced into many bookless homes where they have been a source of 
pleasure and profit to parents add children." "The children enjoyed the 
books and were greatly benefitted by them ; their use also materially reduced 
the labor of discipline because of the pleasurable employment of reading.** 
"The use of the books has been exceedingly helpful in discipline and in 
quickening the intelligence of the pupils." "In the use of the books sent us 
by the institute Free Library we have been enabled to teach children how to 
treat books, how to use books, how to get knowledge for themselves and to 
foster the reading habit. The books have been used in daily class work ; 
they have stimulated a desire for more books. Some of the volumes are so 
beautifully illustrated that the pictures alone are developing powers of 
observation and appreciation of the beautiful." "Besides the direct help in 
our class work, the books sent us have a very great esthetical and ethical 
value. ' ' 

These opinions of the principals indicate that the Library is doing a 
quality of work of the highest importance to the children of the city, man^ 
of whom are compelled to leave school at an early age, with but the rudi- 
ments of an educatioti. Given the ability to read, with a taste for the best 
and with the best at command in libraries, the child may continue his 
education indefinitely. He has the key to all knowlege and may educate 
himself. There is an increasing demand for more books ; at least four or 
five times as many could be used profitably, but the Library cannot furnish 
them ; it is hampered for want of means in almost every phase of its work ; 
its work in the school is of such vast importance that it ought not to be 
crippled in this direction. What better investment could the city made than 
to double or treble its present appropriations ? 

(See Table E.) 

RKFHRKNCE WORK. 

This department of work continues to be far from satisfactory, 
judged by the standard of the ideals towards which the Library 
is aiming. The reference collection is constantly being strength- 
ened by the addition of such works as the following: *'New 
International Encyclopedia/' 17 v.; the "Success Library/' 10 v.; 
the '* Warner Library," 31 v.; the * 'Reference Library of Modern 
Engineering Practice,'* 10 v.; the new edition of Chambers* 
** Cyclopedia of English Litierature, " 3 v.; and wall maps, in- 
cluding an historical map of the United States and a map of 
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Delaware showing the hundreds. The remainder of the govern- 
ment documents have been removed to the basement. This 
though necessary on account of the need for space, is to be 
deplored as it comes just as the Superintendent of Documents has 
begun the sending out of subject cards for insertion in the cata- 
logue that will make the contents of these valuable documents 
available. The removal of certain sets of periodicals to the 
basement lessens their availability, but at the same time the 
space they occupied is set free for the growing reference collection 
proper and makes possible the arrangement of pamphlets, clip- 
pings and other valuable reference material in pamphlet boxes in 
the reference room, near the Librarian's desk. The Librarian, 
the Children's Librarian and all assistants devote much attention 
to the work of meeting actual demands for reference material and 
such demands are constantly increasing ; but necessarily the time 
available for such work is very limited. 

ART REFERENCE WORK. 

One of the most important and interesting features of the 
reference work is that of supplying material to the many artists 
and art students in Wilmington. Because of their costliness the 
Library cannot buy largely of the many art and illustrated books 
now being published. But opportunities are constantly being 
taken to buy some such works at special prices, so that the 
Library is gradually building up a very useful and much used 
collection. Books on customs, costume, design, furniture, etc. 
are constantly being added. Several art magazines are regularly 
taken and all this material has large use. It has recently been 
pointed out in the press of the city that Wilmington has a school 
of art of national reputation. An effort, more or less successful, 
is being made to meet the demands of students, as well as the 
calls of others whose reading has no such utilitarian end. 

MEDICAI, COI.I.ECTION. 

The New Castle County Medical Society last year entered 
into an arrangement with the Library by which an annual con- 
tribution was to be made for the purchase of medical books, and 
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this sum was to be duplicated by the Library. The society has 
discontinued the arrangement, in spite of the fact that in view of 
the eflFort being made to establish such a department, the Library 
had received a gift of $50 toward the fund. This gift came 
as a contribution for the purchase of books as a memorial 
to the late Henry F. Askew, M. D., from certain members of his 
family. This money has been expended in the purchase of books 
on hygiene and kindred topics. The Library had continued its 
subscription to the British Medical Journal. The Journal of the 
American Medical Association is again contributed by Dr. Ralph 
P. Stubbs and American Medicine by Dr. J. A. KUegood. 

THE ROCKFORD BRANCH. 

The Rockford Branch has again during the past year been kept 
open during the school months from 4 to 5.30 p. m., in addition 
to evenings from 7 to 9 as was the case formerly. In order that 
Miss Sayers, in charge of the branch, need not work every after- 
noon and evening, and in order that she may give more time to 
the work of the cataloguing department to which she is assigned 
during the morning, she now has as an assistant Miss Johnson, 
who likewise gives a portion of her time to duties at the Central 
Library. 

As the largest patronage of this branch is on the part of 
children, its circulation too has diminished, falling from 9,179 to 
7»985. The latter number is, however, a gain of 2,161 over 
i90i-*02. The work of putting up picture bulletins and meeting 
the reference needs of children is a special feature at Rockford. 
The branch also has its equipment of the most popular magazines 
and newspapers, and supplies duplicates of the most popular 
books furnished at the Central Library. 

THE PEOPIvE'S SETTI.EMENT AND KINDRED NEEDS. 

Several appeals have been made to the Library to establish a 
branch in connection with the People's Settlement, at Church 
and Taylor streets. The plan of placing branches in such houses 
is followed in many cities having systems of branches. Though 
there was a desire fully to meet this demand, yet it could be only 
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partially met, on account of the lack of books. Fifty books taken 
from the already short supply for the schools were sent. In four 
months there was a home circulation of 149, or an average of 37 
a month. Although this venture is as yet only experimental and 
not conducted on a suflSciently large scale to give it a fair test, 
yet it may be said that the provision is greatly appreciated by 
several parents and children who would not come to the Central 
Library. 

During the year certain persons living in that portion of the 
city sometimes known as Brandywine Village appealed to the 
Library to establish a branch in their midst. Several conferences 
were held, but the matter was reluctantly dropped because of lack 
of funds properly to establish such a branch. 

Within the last few weeks the newspapers recorded the fact 
that one of the fire companies had established a library which was 
to be open to the people of the neighborhood where the engine 
house was located, giving as a reason the remoteness of the 
Central Library. 

Several times during the year citizens interested in the cause 
of education as well as the teachers in the schools in that locality, 
have called attention to the dearth of library facilities available 
to residents of South Wilmington, who now are supplied only 
from the Central Library, or inadequately from the school room 
libraries. These examples (and more might be given) are 
sufficient to point the need for further development of the branch 
system. 

PUBI^ICATIONS AND PUBI^ICITY. 

During the last year, with the exception of two summer 
months, the Library has issued for free distribution, an eight 
page monthly bulletin, in which are included in classified order, 
lists of new accessions, accompanied by brief descriptive notes. 
That there is a demand for this publication is attested by the 
fact that several paid annual subscriptions have been received and 
that practically the entire edition is taken up by persons who get 
it at the Library, by teachers at the schools, or by others to 
whom it is sent because of items of special interest which it con- 
tains. Copies are also sent to other libraries as exchanges. 
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Favorable opinions of its value have been expressed by many 
readers and by other librarians. This bulletin is still issued at 
comparatively small expense through the generous arrangement 
on the part of the Morning News by which the matter first 
appears in its columns and is saved for publication in the bulletin. 

The editor of the Evening Journal also courteously opened 
its columns for the publication of a classified list of periodicals on 
file in the Library, and moreover, furnished looo complimentary 
copies of the list, issued in neat pamphlet form. All the news- 
papers of the city have aided the Library by printing book-lists 
and news notes sent to them for publication. 

The Library has continued during the past year the plan of 
distributing from the desk, leaflets furnished by publishers, 
descriptive of their books. Among the latter have been circulars 
of Putman's ** Story of the Nations** and *' Heroes of the 
Nations,'* Spalding*s ** Athletic Library,** Houghton, Mifflin & 
Co.'s *' Best Books'* and "Suggestive Lists ** and supplements 
thereto. The Century Co. has again furnished '*St. Nicholas*' 
book-marks and Jacobs & Co. have supplied the Library with 
book-marks describing books of travel published by them. 
Posters of Century and Scribner's magazines have been regularly 
supplied and Houghton, Mifflin & Co., have sent us a page of 
the manuscript of F. H. Smith*s *' Caleb West ** with a portrait 
of the author. 

A poster giving information about the Library and extending 
an invitation to use its privileges has been recently printed and 
copies have been hung in hotels, restaurants, railway stations, 
manufacturies, barber shops and tobacco shops. 

FURNITURE AND IMPROVEMENTS. 

The placing of a booth and pay-station of the Delaware and 
Atlantic telephone in the reading-room has been a welcome im- 
provement. It has been a great convenience to the Library staff 
for official or personal use as well as to patrons of the Library. 
It is frequently of use to persons who wish a single fact which 
may be secured in a moment from a reference book. A rule for- 
bids the renewal or reservation of books by telephone or the 



26 

furnishing of information concerning fiction or juvenile works 
possessed by the Library. 

A large rolling-top desk secured for the Librarian has been 
very acceptable. 

A special bulletin board has been put up for the New-Century 
Club on which book-lists, club announcements, etc., are dis- 
played. The books for the reading section of the club are shelved 
near this bulletin board. 

Additional shelving has been placed in the basement and 
all of the government documents have been removed there. 
Certain of the less used books from other classes, particularly 
sets, have been taken from their classes and removed to the 
basement. Their absence is shown by dummies. Although this 
removal of valuable reference material to a room only accessible 
by going out-of-doors and the separating of other circulating 
books from the regular classification makes this material less 
easily available, yet the rapid growth of the Library*s collection 
and work in cramped quarters made such a move imperative. 

CARD CATAI^OGUB. 

In the work of cataloguing, the Library makes full use of 
the printed cards supplied by the Library of Congress for all 
titles covered by them. Not only has the work of cataloguing 
current accessions been fairly well kept up-to-date but it has been 
possible to recatalogue certain other classes so that now the entire 
Library has been recatalogued with the exception of science and 
a part of travel. 

BINDING. 

The demands for rebinding popular books absorbs so large 
a part of binding funds that much needed rebinding of older 
class f)Ooks must be postponed and many periodicals, valuable for 
reference must be stored away in bundles instead of binding 
them. 

In order to improve the work of repairing done at the 
Library, Miss Rose Palmer of the Osterhout Free Library, of 
Wilkes Barre, Pa., who has made a reputation as an expert in 
this branch, consented to come here for a few days in January to 
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give instruction to Library assistants in repair work. Many new 
points were learned and these have been put in practice, with 
gratifying results. 

GIFTS. 

The gifts of the year, according to the table which forms an 
appendix to this report, include 591 bound volumes, 1499 
pamphlets, 1226 numbers of periodicals, together with book- 
marks and book-lists furnished by publishers, etc. 

Senator Ball and Representative Houston have secured many 
public documents for the Library on request, and many residents 
of Wilmington constantly send illustrated periodicals and other 
pictorial matter regularly or in response to special requests. 

An appeal for books printed in the State, made during the 
the year, has brought considerable number of Delaware imprints 
to the Library. The secretaries of local associations, institutions 
and certain public officials regularly send their reports and other 
publications, thus aiding the Library in its efforts to obtain 
complete files of all such local reports in order that they may be 
available for reference. Further and fuller co-operation along 
this line is urged. (See Table G.) 

MISCE1.1.ANEOUS. 

Early in the Library year the Library was honored by re- 
ceiving a visit from the director and students of the Pratt Insti- 
tute Library School, Brooklyn, who spent a day in Wilmington, 
inspecting the Central Library and the Rockford Branch. 

The Librarian attended the annual conference of the Ameri- 
can Library Association at Niagara Falls, in June ; the annual 
meeting of the Keystone State Library Association at Gettysburg, 
Pa., in October, and the joint meeting of the Pennsylvania 
Library Club and the New Jersey Library Association, at Atlantic 
City in March. He has attended several of the regular meetings 
of the Pennsylvania Library Club in Philadelphia, and has been 
Honored by appointments on the executive committees of the 
Pennsylvania Library Club and the Keystone State Library As- 
sociation. He was asked to present a '' Survey of the Religious 
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ai\d Ethical Work of lyibraries" before the I^ibrary Section of the 
Religious Education Association at its second annual meeting, 
held at Philadelphia in March. Membership in the Delaware 
State lyibrary Commission has involved attendance on the meet- 
ings of that body, together with committee work and correspon- 
dence. 

The plan of making appointments to the permanent sta£F 
from those who had first served an apprenticeship has been con- 
tinued with satisfaction. The Librarian cannot speak too warmly 
of his appreciation of the cordial and eflScient service of his 
enthusiastic assistants. During the year the plan has been 
adopted of holding regular monthly staflF meetings in which per- 
plexing problems are discussed. The members of the staff have 
also organized a club which meets once in six weeks at members* 
homes to discuss current topics. 

A third year of service with and for this Board has only 
served to deepen the feeling of the Librarian that devotion to the 
interests of this Library holds a prominent place in the minds of 
its members. For the cordial support and evidences of confidence 
and friendship constantly shown him, the Librarian expresses his 
warm appreciation. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GEORGE F. BOWERMAN, 

Librarian, 

19 April 1904. 
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Table A — Accessions and their Cost 



CIRCUI.ATING. 


In. Ub. 
28 Feb.. 

1903- 


Addi- 
tions. 


With- 
drawals. 

682 

596 
I 

2 
2 

3 

6 
6 

24 
181 

195 

165 

35 

1,898 

28 
314 

342 
2,240 


In. l.ib. 

99 Feb., 

1904. 

7,797 

11,370 

170 

595 

1.877 

2,585 

90 

1.425 
1,247 

1,042 

3,920 

2,333 

1,759 
3,024 

39,234 

1,925 
5,711 
5,041 

12,677 


Cost of 
Additions. 


Fiction 

Juvenile 

General 

Philosophy 

Religion 

Sociology 

Philology 

Science . . .^ . . . . 
Useful Arts .* . . . . 

Fine Arts 

Literature 

History 

Travel 

Biography 

Magazines 


7,473 
10,311 

1:57 
542 

1,772 

2,340 
81 

1,390 
1,176 

903 
3.611 

2,332 
1,792 
2,770 


1,006 

1,059 

34 

55 
107 

248 

9 

41 

77 
163 

490 
196 
132 
289 


I550 21 

490 59 
13 41 
58 84 

113 86 

165 16 
5 26 

3884 

72 22 

145 16 

410 33 

170 03 

166 07 
311 90 


Total 

NON-Cl RCULATING. 

Reference 

Bound Periodicals . . 
U. S. Pub. Documents, 


36,630 

1,761 

5,719 
4.782 

12,262 


3.9*>6 

192 
306 
259 


|2,7ii 88 

315 76 
63 30 


Total 


757 
4.663 


$379 06 


Grand Total .... 48,692 


51. 115 


$3,090 94 
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Table B — Statistics of Registration 



Registration, Central Library 
Registration, Rockford . . . 



Total . . 

Cancelled 

Expired 



Central Library registration from beginning of Free 

Library 

Rockford registration from beginning of Free Library 



Total 

Cancelled and expired to date . . . 

Net Registration to date 

at Central Library 
at Rockford . . . 



(( 



(t 



( t 



t( 



Total 



5,676 
102 



5.778 
217 

748 



36,015 
882 



36,897 

9.857 
27,040 



26,443 
597 



27,040 



Table C — Home Circulation Statistics by Classes 



Fiction 

Juvenile 

General Works . . 
Philosophy .... 

Religion 

Sociology 

Philology 

Science 

Useful Arts . . . . 

Fine Arts 

Literature 

History 

Travel 

Biography .... 
Magazines .... 

Total 

Rockford 

Schools 

People's Settlement 

Grand Total .... 



Cenrai, Library. 


Rockford 
Branch. 


Total. 


Percent. 


Total. 


Percent. 


100,296 


5338 


1,952 


24.44 


62,869 


3.^.46 


4,065 


50.91 


40 


.02 


5 


.06 


923 


•49 


25 


.32 


1,614 


.86 


17 


.21 


2»359 


1.26 


49 


.62 


231 


.12 


I 


.01 


1,393 


.74 


32 


.40 


1,7^3 


.94 


30 


.37 


1,903 


1. 01 


4 


.07 


4,928 


2.62 


58 


.72 


2.325 


1.23 


42 


.52 


2,707 


1.44 


54 


.67 


2.858 


1.52 


4:f 


.54 


1,708 


.91 
100.00 


1,608 


20.14 


187,917 


7,985 


100.00 


7.985 








16,780 


. 






149 


'• 






212,831 
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Table E — The Library and the Schools 

Books deposited Circulation. 

School. in the Schools 'o.v*o4 vols. 

No. I 179 44 

2 103 388 

3 114 287 

4 169 

5 91 289 

6 185 

7 120 374 

8 133 499 

9 142 485 

10 171 340 

II 143 843 

12 150 602 

13 131 

14 168 978 

15 150 383 

16 291 249 

17 . . 186 959 

18 84 313 

19 134 778 

20 137 501 

21 no 925 

22 53 81 

23 94 1352 

24 289 2349 

25 149 941 

26 128 132 

27 76 1127 

28 186 508 

High School 200 1053 



Total 4266 16,780 
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Table F — Comparative Tables 

Ten Years as a Public Library ; Two Years as a Proprietary Library. 



1 892- 1 893 

1893 

1894-1895 

1895- 1896 
1896-1897 
1897-1898 
1898-1899 
1899-1900 
1900-1901 
1901-1902 
1 902- 1 903 
1903-1904 



Book 
Collection. 



Registered 
Borrowers. 



19.231 
19,669 

23,817 

25,702 
28,630 
30.346 

33.798 
36,660 

39.864 
46.016 
48,692 

51. 115 



659 
621 

7.454 

9,127 

7,460 

8.623 

9,235 
11,042 

15,721 

17,971 
22,227 

27,040 



Circulation. 


Annual 


Income. 


31.916 




1 8,819 27 


A 32,993 


E 


16,692 80 


1 B 159,863 
t C 138,678 


E 


14,485 76 


137,215 


E 


17,163 56 


D 138,051 




13,125 84 


167,122 




14,034 30 


168,500 




15,340 40 


175,458 




14,941 90 


188,389 




14,983 91 


203,890 




16,019 83 


226.1 II 




17,073 79 


212,831 




17,278 36 



A.— 8 months 

B. — 13% months. 

C— la mouths. 

D. — II months. 

E-— Including gifts for extraordinary purposes. 
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Table G— Gifts 

Bound 
Volumes. 

Albany, (N. Y.) Education, Board of . 

Allegheny, Pa., Carnegie Free Library 

American Free Trade League, Bostoa 

American School of Correspondence, Chicago .... 

American Sports Publishing Company, New York . . 

American Unitarian Association ...'•• 

Amherst College 

Appleton, D. & Co., New York, (250 booklets) 

Armour Institute of Technology, Chicago 

Association of Colleges and Preparatory Schools of the 

Southern States 

Atchinson, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway i 

Atlanta, Ga., Carnegie Library 

Ball, Hon. L. H 32 

Baltimore & Ohio R. R 

Baltimore, Woman's College of 

Bancroft, Mrs. John 

Bancroft, Samuel, Jr 

Bancroft, William P 1 

Bangor (Me. ) Public Library 

Barkley, John, Clayton, Del 

Bell, David E 2 

Bell, Jerome B 

Bennett College of Eclectic Medicine and Surgery, 

Chicago 

Beveridge, A. J., Washington 

Biddle, Sara M., Monmouth, 111 i 

Boston Public Library 

Boston, School Committee i 

Boston, Schoolhouse Department 

Boston, School of the Museum of Fine Arts 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me 

(Also I leaflet). 

Bowerman, George F 

Braddock ( Pa. ) Carnegie Free Library 

Bradford (Pa ) Carnegie Public Library 

Bridgeport (Conn.) Public Library 

Brookline (Mass. ) Public Library 

Brooklyn Public Library 

Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences i 

Brooklyn, Pratt Institute Free Library 

Brown University, Providence, R. I 

Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, Pa 

Buffalo Public Library i 

Burlington, Vt., Fletcher Free Library 

California, Architecture, State Board of 

California, University of 

Cambridge (Mass.) Public Library 

Cambridge, (Mass.), School Committee 

Canada, Archive Department 

Canada, Agriculture, Department of 

Canada, Immigration, Superintendent of i 

Canada, Mines, Bureau of 



Pam- 
phlets. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
10 
10 
I 



10 

15 

23 
I 

I 



I 

I 



I 
I 

29 

I 

I 



4 

2 

I 
I 

4 
16 

6 

3 



I 
I 
2 
2 
I 
I 
I 



Period- 
icals. 



90 
28 



12 
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Bound 
Volumes. 

Canhy, Edward T 

Carr, Mrs. H. J., Scranton, Pa 

Cathedral Library Association, New York i 

Century Company, New York, (5000 book-marks.) 

Channing, Walter, Bookltne, Mass 

Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, N. Y 

Chicago, City Council i 

Chicago, Education, Board of i 

Chicago Public Library 

Ch cago, John Creiar Library 

Chicago, Municipal Voters League 

(Also 9 newspaper clippings. ) 

Chicago, University of 

Church Kalandar Company, New York ( i calendar. ) 

Church Library Association, Cambridge, Mass 

Cincinnati Museum Association 

Cincinnati Public Library 

Claflin, H. B. Company, New York, (12 plates) . . . 

Clarke & Baker, New York 

Cleveland, (O.), Public Library 

Coleman, Rt. Rev. Leighton i 

College Entrance Examination Board, New York . . 

Columbia University, New York 

Columbian University. Washington, D. C 

Concord ( Mass. ) , Public Library 

Conference for Education in the South 

Connecticut, Education, State Board of 

Connecticut Public Library Commission i 

Connerly, B. E., Mayaguez, Porto Rico 

Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y 

Cook, Thomas & Son i 

Council, Mrs 

Curtis, Charles M., (i plate). 

Curtis & Cameron, Boston, Mass 

Delaware, Adjutant General 5 

Delaware, Auditor 4 

Delaware, Health, State Board of 

Delaware Insurance Department 

Delaware State Library 2 

Delaware State Library Commission 

Delaware State, Secretary' of 

Delaware State Hospital at Farnhurst 

Delaware, Treasurer 4 

Delaware College, Newark 

Delaware Historical Society 30 

Delaware Industrial School for Girls 

Delaware Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Children 

Denver (Col.) Public Library 

Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa 

Doubleday, Page & Co. . . . ( 150 booklets) 

Drew Theological Seminary Library, Madison, N. J. . 

Drexel Institute, Philadelphia, Pa 

Dulaney, Rev. H. S 

DuPont, Mrs. Alfred 1 13 



Pam- 
phlets. 

4 
I 

5 

I 
I 



2 
2 

5 



Period- 
icals. 



I 

I 

I 
I 

2 

2 
2 
I 
I 
I 

4 

I 

2 



I 
2 

122 
I 

I 

4 
I 

I 

3 

30 
2 

I 

4 
I 

2 
2 
I 



44 



50 



817 
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Bound 
Volumes. 

Ecclesiastical Review, Philadelphia 

Electrical World and Engineer, New York 

Emerson College of Oratory, Boston 

Engineering Education, Society for the Promotion of . 

Erie (Pa.) Public Library 

Erie (Pa.) Public Schools, Supt. of 

Evanston (111.) Free Public Library 

Pairhaven (Mass.) Millicent Library 

Pairmount Park Art Association, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Farnsworth Company, Cincinnati, Ohio i 

Fitchburg (Mass. ) Public Library 

Friend's School 

Cause, H. T i 

(Also I book-plate.) 

Germantown, Pa., Friend*s Free Library 

Ginn & Co., Boston i 

Girard College, Philadelphia, Pa 

Gloversville (N. Y. ) Free Library 

Hackensack (N. J.) Johnson Public Library 

Haines, H. W 5 

Haley, Daniel S i 

Hamburg-American Line 

Hamilton, Agnes S i 

Hammond, Rev. K. J; . . . (2 leaflets.) 

Hampton (Va.) Normal and Agricultural Institute . . 

Hamilton, Thomas F., Washington 

Harper & Bros. , New York 2 

Harvard University 

Harvard University Library 

Haverford College 

Haverhill (Mass.) Public Library 

Hawaii Promotion Committee . 

Hay man, Michel, New Orleans, La 

Heath, D. C. & Co. . . . (100 booklets.) 

Helena (Mont.) Public Library 

Higgins, Anthony i 

Hilbiber, Fred J. . . . (i book-plate.) 

Hill, Wm. H 4 

(Also 30 plates.) 

Holt, Mrs 

Hoopes, Edgar M 3 

Horn, Miss Elsie 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston i 

(Also 450 booklets and 270 bookmarks.) 

Houston, Hon. H. A., Washington, D. C 12 

Howland, Mrs. Charles W 

Hynson, George B 2 

Illinois, University of .... 

Illinois, University of. Mechanical Engineering Dept. . 
Indian Rights Association . . . (i leaflet.) 

Indiana University 

International Correspondence School, Scranton, Pa. . i 

Iowa, State University of 

Jackson, Ellwood C 3 

(Also I photograph.) 



Pam- 
phlets. 



Period- 
icals. 



3 
6 



I 

1 

II 



I 
I 

2 
I 

2 

4 

4 
I 

2 
I 

33 



3 
I 



I 
II 



55 
53 



19 
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Bound 
Volumes. 



Jacobs, George W. & Co., Philadelphia, 

( looo book-marks. ) 

Jacob Tome Institute, Port Deposit, Md 

Jersey City Free Public Library . . . . 

Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore 

Kansas City (Mo ) Education, Board of 

Kansas City (Mo.) Public Library 

Kansas, University of 

Kansas Traveling Libraries Commission 

Keyser, Dr. N. H. Germantown, Pa 

( Also 2 facsimiles and i leaflet. ) 

Kohler, Charles, Savannah, Ga 

Kulins, Miss Sela 

Lafayette College, Easton, Pa 

Lake Mohonk Arbitration Conference 

Lawrence ( Mass. ) Free Public Library 

Leisen, Theodore A 

Library Bureau, Philadelphia 

Life Publishing Company . . . ( i picture. ) 

Lobdell, Miss Alice D 

Logan, W. H 

Lombard, Louis, Lugano, Italy 

Los Angeles, (Cal.) Public Library 

Lynn (Mass.) Public Library 

McClurg, A. C. & Co 

Macmillan Co., New York 

(Also 200 booklets.) 

Mahaffy, Mrs. William G 

Maine, University of 

Maiden ( Mass. ) Public Library 

Manchester, (N. H. ) City Library 

Manning, W. & R., Bristol, Kng 

Marshall, George W., Milford, Del 

Mason, Perry, Co., Boston, Mass 

Massachusetts, Labor Statistics, Bureau of 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Massachusetts State Federation of Women's Clubs . . 

Michigan State Library 

Michigan, University of 

Middleton, Thomas C, Villanova, Pa 

Miller, J. J. M., Philadelphia 

Minnesota, Public Instruction, Supt. of 

Minnesota, Public Library Commission 

Minnesota, University of 

Missouri, University of 

( Also 3 leaflets. ) 
Morrow, Mrs. Lewis B. . . . ( i book-plate. ) 

Murray, Rev. W. L. S 

Nashua (N. H.) Public Library 

Nashville (Tenn.) Carnegie Library 

National Civil Service Reform I^eague, New York . . 

National Educational Association 

National League for the Protection of the Family, 

Boston 

National Sound Money League 



Pam- Period- 
phtets. icals. 



I 
6 
6 
I 
I 
I 
2 

43 



2 
I 
I 
8 
I 

I 

48 

I 

5 
I 

I 

2 

I 

2 
I 
I 

3 

2 

I 
I 
I 
2 
2 
I 
I 
2 
I 
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3 
I 

I 

I 

II 
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, Bound Pam- Period- 

Volumes, phlets. icals. 

Nebraska, University of 9 

(Also 2 leaflets.) 

Nelson, Lars P., Chicago i 

New Bedford (Mass.) Free Public Library lo 

New Bedford (Mass.) Schools, Supt. of i 

New Britain (Conn.) Institute i 

New Castle County Workhouse 3 

New Hampshire State Library i 

New Haven (Conn.) Free Public Library 6 

New Jersey, Public Library Commission 2 

New Jersey, Public Roads, Commissioner of 4 5 

New Jersey State Library i 

New York (City) Finance Dept i 

New York, Apprentices Library 2 

(Also 4 leaflets.) 

New York, Mercantile Library i 

New York, National City Bank i 

New York, Merchants Association 2 

New York Public Library 24 

New York (City) Public Schools, Supt. of 2 

New York State Library 18 3 

New York University . . i: 

Newark (N. J.) Free Public Library 

Newton ( Mass. ) Free Library 

Niagara State Reservation 

Nields, John P '........ 2 

North Carolina, University of ... 

Northampton ( Mass. ) Forbes Library 

Northwestern University, Evanston, 111 

Norwich (Conn.) Otis Library 

Notre Dame University 

Oberlin College 

Ohio State University, Columbus 

Open Court Publishing Co., Chicago 

Pasadena (Cal.) Public Library 18 

Paterson (N. J.) Free Public Library 

Pen nock. Miss Edith, Keunett Square, Pa 

Pennsylvania Free Library Commission .... 

Pennsylvania Museum, School of Industrial Art . . . 

Pennsylvania Prison Society 

Pennsylvania State College Library 

Pennsylvania, University of 

Peoria (111.) Public Library 

(Also 2 leaflets.) 

Perkins, Miss., Concord, Mass 

Philadelphia Apprentices Library Company 

Philadelphia City Institute 

Philadelphia, Free Library 

Philadelphia Library Company 

Philippine Civil Service Board 

Phillips, Samuel L , Washington, D. C i 

Physicians' Book Publishing Company i 

Pittsburg, Pa., Carnegie Library 18 

Portland ( Me. ) Summer School i 

Portland (Ore.) Library Association 2 



^uiru »•«»- •'■1 



PrcwnciK ic e 5.. .. /r.oiic ^nrar-^ 

Patnani-'-. r. ? S>ns. *r«rw " rtt -x? 'vxisicis- 

•^mmrr HI. ?«-p^ "-iDi:c ..-l:nr- 

RiMicixifc' ^jileiir. ^-jniTidL^. 'Libs-. 

RcsscsTCh PinlicMTon I-mrdinv 

Rictxarris. I.. S. " tarFanet^i Si'-.s-. Mas6. 

Rtihin. Dr. x. 

RobiDSPn. Mrs i. 

Ro bi i UM i u . ?T!*itfTr^* '.i. 

Rochester N" '* •* i.w-iv.. -.i. l^'^iv". : 

Riichester >» ".' .Itn:i:.ir:»."s nsf.r-it 

Rochester .'i' * vcv-.'.ii ,." i-.r- 

Rochenter. "t:vft^:tt «r 

Rock'jvffXTit ^in-.:ra*:'.-r:s^ -I- .::■.:: ju-iixj.:*. .::^:. 

Rinjer^. 'oan jl. 

Ros. H." I' 

St. I^ais. Hiii:»-at:i^n. j»».irri j: 

St. 1.^'au. M«rrr:an:::e I..r«rTir^ 

St. Loots ?*iniic 1.": mr^ 

St L>mis Srhct'i ^r ?*ne vxts 

Saiem Maos. .'•i:-iic ~^.':mrr 

San ?TT»nci50"» MtKa-inics lasctiitv: L.bnir- 

San Francrsct? 7'iUiic I..hru— 

Scnntmi ?t. ?ur.:c :..:nir" 

Scribner's. wli-ires. Sjh*. Se-v '.' rs.. 

Seattle Visfa ?*iOi:c '^^'.:r:ur' 

Snulley "V-i'Tam ? -*•* 

AIsiJ I ir%r." ".iu.te:— .i censes. 
Smith vl.i!e-^'* N.-r-liiim^rirn. iLi2?5 
Siiiithj3«?n:an Ix»it:-.:::ia 
SnmerT-.l'e -.[.l<s ?-::>»:c l:hrir;- 

Sprasr.ie H 3 St-wn ].C.l>.s 

Spnn-jtieii: ir.L^s ^z. / I.i rir'* 

SpriJince IC.ss f ^ '^* 

SLiafi: r i "i •.-•-rsj r - 

Ste:^«r E jc C.: N't'^r V:ri 

Stixart. R. T 

S wanh ni< * re C ' '. '.f^z^ 

Svrac::se N V '^c>-':cls ^-'C. -f 

Syrac use " :; : v truz / 

Tataa'.' yir*. Her.rj I. . . ^ 

Tay'.or rnniel '.V . . * 

Thatcher Mr* A "V . - 

Toronto Pt:h.".:c Li'-rary 

Trenton N. J. Free Public Library 

Tnfts College 



' a fr 
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Bound Pam- Period- 
Volumes, phlets. icals. 

Tulane University of Louisana i 

Twitmyer, George W 32 

Union University, Schenectady, N. Y i 

U. S. Agriculture, Department of . 81 

(Also 5 leaflets.) 

United States, Agriculture, Department of, Librarv . . 34 

United States, Census Bureau i 

United States, Civil St- rvice Commission i 

United States, Commerce and Labor, Department of . 2 17 

United States, Documents, Supt. of 259 183 

(Also 10 map folios and 43 leaflets.) 

United States, Education, Bureau of i 

United States, Interior, Department of . ♦ 3 4 

United States, Interstate Commerce Commission ... i 

United States, Library of Congress 7 13 

United States, Military Academy, West Point .... 3 

United States, Naval Academy, Annapolis 3 

United States Senate i 

United States, State Department i 4 

United States, Treasury Department 26 

United States, War Department 5 

Unknown 4 10 

Universalist Publishing House, Boston i 

Vermont, University of, Burlington i 

Ward, C. L i 

Ward, John & Son, N. Y. . . i 

Washington (D. C.) Public Library of D. C i 

Watertown (Mass.) Free Public Library 3 

Webb, Wesley, Dover, Del 6 8 

Wellesley College 2 

Welsh, Herbert, Philadelphia 2 

Wessels, A. Co., New York 11 

West Virginia University i 

Wilkes Barre, Pa., Osterhout Free Library 9 

Williams, David, Company, New York i 

Wilmington, Police Department 2 

Wilmington, First Church of Christ, Scientist .... 4 
Wilmington, Home for Friendless and Destitute 

Children i 

Wilmington, Home for Aged Women i 

Wisconsin Free Library Commission 8 

Wisconsin, State Historical Society 2 

Wisconsin, Public Instruction, Supt. of 2 

Wisconsin, University of 2 

Woburn (Mass.) Public Library i 

Worcester County Law Library i 

Worcester (Mass.) Free Public Library i 

Worrell, Miss Emily 4 

Yale University, New Haven, Ct i 

592 1499 1226 

This list also enumerates : 2814 booklets, 64 leaflets, 6270 book-marks, 
9 newspaper clippings, i calendar, 33 plates, 3 book-plates, i photograph, 
I picture, 2 facsimiles, 2 early lottery licenses, 10 map folios and xo posters. 
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PERIODICALS AND NEWSPAPERS CURRENTLY GIVEN. 

American Art in Bronze and Iron .... Publishers 

American Medicine Dr. J. A. EHegood 

Animals' Defender Publishers 

Arboriculture Publishers 

Association Review Publishers 

Booklovers Magazine Publishers 

Book of the Royal Blue B. & O. R. R.' 

Bulletin of the Bureau American Re- 
publics Hon. L. H. Ball 

Chamber of Commerce Journal Wilmington Board of Trade 

Chicago Statistics Chicago Municipal Library 

Christian Companion Publishers 

Christian Register Publishers 

Christian Science Journal Publishers 

Christiin Work Publishers 

Columbia University Quarterly Columbia University 

Cook's Traveller's Gazette Thomas Cook & Son 

Delaware Churchman Publishers 

Delaware Farm and Home Publishers 

Blktoji Appeal Publishers 

Gciod Government Nat'l Civil Service Reform League 

Hartford Seminary Record Hartford Seminary Press 

Herald of the Golden Age Publishers 

Illinois, University of .University Studies University of Illinois 

Jeffersonian Publisher 

Journal of American Medical Asso. . . . Dr. Ralph P. Stubbs 

Labor Herald Publisher 

Merchants' Association Bulletin .... Merchants' Assoc, of New York 
Missouri, University of, Studies .... University of Missouri Library 

Navy League Journal Publisher 

New Voice L. W. Brosius 

Peninsula Methodist Publishers 

Progressive American C. A. Sommers 

Protectionist Publishers 

Spirit of '76 Publishers 

Sunday Star Jerome B. Bell 

Sunset Southern Pacific R. R. Co. 

Tome Jacob Tome Institute 

Trade Journal Review Wilmington Board of Trade 

Traveller's Record Travellers' Insurance Co. 

U. S. Consular Reports Department of State 

U. S. Census Bulletin Census Office 

U. S. Crop Reporter U. S. Department of Agriculture 

U. S. Documents Catalogue Superintendent of Documents 

U. S. Etepartment of Labor Bulletin . . Department of Labor 

U. S. Patent Office Gazette Patent Office 

U. S. Public Health Reports Trea<;ury Department 

Wilmington Board of Trade Journal . . Wilmington Board of Trade 

LIBRARV BULLETINS RECEIVED 
(All are gifts.) 

Boston Public Library Bulletin. 
Brookline (Mass.) Public Library Bulletin. 
Brooklyn Public Library Co-operative Bulletin. 



42 

Carnegie Library (Atlanta, Ga.) Bulletin. 

Carnegie Library (Pittsburg, Pa.) Bulletin. 

Cincinnati, (O.) Public Library Quarterly Bulletin. 

Denver (Col.) Public Library Bulletin. 

Fitchburg (Mass.) Public Library Bulletin. 

Haverhill (Mass.) Public Library Bulletin. 

Jersey City (N. J.) Library Record. 

Johnson ^Hackensack, N. J.) Public Library Bulletin. 

Kansas City (Mo.) Public Library Quarterly. 

Library Association Bulletin of Portland, Ore. 

Los Angeles (Cal.) Public Library Bulletin. 

Manchester (N. H. ) Library Bulletin. 

Nashua (N. H.) Public Library Quarterly Bulletin. 

New Bedford (Mass.) Free Public Library Bulletin. 

New Haven (Conn.) Library Bulletin. 

New York Public Library Bulletin. 

Osterhout (Wilkesbarre, Pa.) Free Library Bulletin. 

Pasadena (Cal.) Public Library Bulletin. 

Pratt Institute Free Library Co-operative Bulletin. 

Providence Athenaeum Bulletin. 

Providence Public Library Quarterly Bulletin. 

Salem (Mass.) Public Library Bulletin. 

San Francisco (Cal.) Public Library Bulletin. 

St. Louis (Mo.) Public Library Bulletin. 

Scanton (Pa.) Public Library Bulletin. 

Somerville (Mass.) Public Library Bulletin. 

Springfield (Mass.) Library Bulletin. 

U. S. Department of Agriculture Library Bulletin. 
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Table H — List of Periodicals Currently Received 



Academy and Literature 

American Agriculturalist 

American Architect & Building News 

American Art in Bronze and Iron 

American Catholic Quarterly Review 

American Historical Review 

American Journal of Psychology 

American Jottmal of Sociology 

American Journal of Theology 

American Machinist 

American Medicine 

American Naturalist 

Animals Defender 

Annals of American Academy of 

Political Science 
Arboriculture 
Architectural Record 
Architectural Review 
Arena 

Association Review 
Athenaeum 
Atlantic Monthly 
Babyhood 
Biblical Worid 
Bibliotheca Sacra 
Bird Lore 
Birds and Nature 
Blackwood's Magazine 
Book of the Royal Blue 
Book Monthly 
Book News 
Booklovers Magazine 
Bookman 
Bookseller 

British Medical Journal 
British Weekly 
Bulletin of the Bureau of American 

Republics 
Canadian Magazine 
Carpentry and Building 
Cassier's Magazine 
Catholic Worid 
Century* 

Chamber of Commerce Journal 
Charities 
Chautauquan 
Chicago Statistics 
Christian Advocate 
Christian Companion 
Christian Endeavor World 
Christian Register 
Christian Science Journal 
Churchman 

*Also at Rockford. 



City and State 

Collier's Weekly 

Colored American Magazine 

Columbia University Quarterly 

Congregationalist 

Contemporary Review 

Cook*s Traveller's Gazette 

Cosmopolitan 

Country Life 

Craftsman 

Critic 

Cumulative Book Index 

Current Literature 

Delaware Churchman 

Delaware Farm and Home 

Delineator 

Dial 

Dun's Review 

Eclectic Magazine 

Edinburgh Review 

Education 

Educational Review 

Electrical World 

Engineering 

Engineering Magazine 

Engineering News 

English Illustrated Magazine 

Everybody's Magazine 

Farm Journal 

Forest and Stream 

Fortnightly Review 

Forum 

Frank Leslie's Illustrated Weekly 

Frank Leslie's Popular Monthly 

Friends' Intelligencer 

Good Government 

Good Housekeeping* 

Good Roads Magazine 

Harper's Bazar* 

Harper's Monthly* 

Harper's Weekly* 

Hartford Seminar)' Record 

Hibbert Journal 

Home Science Magazine 

Homilectic Review 

Illustrated London News 

Independent 

Independent Review 

International Quarterly 

International Studio 

Iron Age 

Journal of American Medical Assoc. 

Journal of Education 
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Journal of Franklin Institute 

Journal of Political Economy 

Kindergarten Magazine 

Ladies Home Journal* 

lyamp 

lyaw Quarterly Review 

Library 

Library Association Record 

Library Journal 

Life 

Lippincott*s Magazine 

Literary Collector 

Literary Digest 

Literary News 

Literary World (Boston) 

Literary World (London) 

Littell's Living Age 

London Graphic 

London Weekly Times 

McClure*s Magazine* 

Magazine of Art 

Manual Training Magazine 

Masters in Art 

Masters in Music 

Men of To-morrow 

Merchants' Association Bulletin 

Missionary Review of the World 

Monist 

Montreal Family Heraldf 

Municipal Affairs 

Municipal Journal 

Munsey's Magazine 

Musical Courier 

Nation 

National Geographic Magazine 

National Magazine 

Nature 

Navy League Journal 

New England Magazine 

New Voice 

New York Observer 

New York School Journal 

New York Times Saturday Review 

Nineteenth Century 

North American Review 

Open Court 

Out West 

Outing 

Outlook 

Overland Monthly 

Pall Mall Magazine 

Pedagogical Seminar)' 

Peninsula Methodist 

Pennsylvania Magazine of History 

Pennsylvania School Journal 



Perry Magazine 

Pets and Animals 

Photo Beacon 

Photo Miniature 

Pilot 

Poet Lore 

Political Science Quarterly 

Popular Science Monthly 

Power 

Princeton Theological Review 

Printing Art 

Protectionist 

Public Libraries 

Public Library Monthly 

Public Opinion 

Publisher's Weekly 

Punch 

Quarterly Review 

Reader 

Reader's Guide to Periodicals 

Reliable Poultry Journal 

Review of Reviews 

Revue des Deux Mondes 

St. Nicholas* 

Saturday Evening Post* 

Saturday Review 

School Review 

Science 

Scientific American 

Scientific American Supplement 

Scientific American Building Monthly 

Scribner's Magazine* 

Sound Currency 

Speaker 

Spectator 

Spirit of *76 

Street's Pandex of the Press 

Success* 

Sunday School Times 

Sunset 

Toilettes 

Tome 

Trade Journal Review 

Travelers' Railway Guide 

Twentieth Century Home 

U. S. Census Office Bulletin 

U. S. Congressional Record 

U. S. Consular Reports 

U. S. Crop Reporter 

U. S. Department of Labor Bulletin 

U. S. Documents Catalogue 

U. S. Monthly Weather Review 

U. S. Patent Office Gazette 

U. S Public Health Reports 

Velhagen & Klasings Monatshefte 



*Alio at Rockford. fAt Rock ford only. 
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Week's Progress World's Work* 

Westminster Review Youth 

Wilmington Board of Trade Journal Youth's Companion 
Woman's Journal 

CURRENT NEWSPAPERS. 



Baltimore Sun 

Boston Transcript 

Chester Co. Village Record 

Chicago Record-Herald 

Delawarean 

Klkton Appeal 

Louisville Courier Journal 

New York Evening Post 

New York Herald 

New York Sun 

New York Tribune* 

Philadelphia Evening Telegraph 

Philadelphia North American 

*Also at Rockford. 



Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

Wilmington 

Wilmington 

Wilmington 

Wilmington 

Wilmington 

Wilmington 

Wilmington 

Wilmington 



Press* 

Public Ledger* 
Record 
Post 

Daily Republican 
Every Evening* 
Evening Journal 
Jefferson ian 
Labor Herald 
Morning News* 
Weekly Sun 
Sunday Star 



